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the animal devouring its young, and especially if it is not
irritated by the presence of people.
The bitch should not be allowed to rear too many puppies;
and warmth, a dry abode, and good food, must be allowed,
A prospective foster-mother does not readily take to strange
puppies; sprinkling these with some of its milk has been
sometimes successful. In cases where a foster-mother cannot
be obtained, an artificial one, consisting of a bottle with pro-
jecting teats, is used. The milk is introduced to the bottle,
and the puppies soon learn to remove the milk by sucking
the teats. Constipation is not infrequent after parturition,
and this may be removed by a laxative, such as castor-oil or
syrup of buckthorn.
Attention to the Offspring,
The foetus must, if born in the foetal membranes, be freed
from them to prevent asphyxia. If the umbilical cord is
not ruptured, it should be ligatured with an antiseptic cord
about 2 inches from the umbilicus, and then the distal end
cut through, or it should be severed by scraping. Frequently
the young creature is born in a state of suspended animation
or syncope, and at first gives no sign of life. Especially is
this the case with calves after protracted labour. The life of
the animal should not be despaired of until certain attempts
have been made to stimulate respiration. The mucus must
first be removed from the mouth and nostrils. The young
animal should then be raised up with the hind-limbs and
thrown on one side and then on the other, and the move-
ment repeated several times if necessary. Other methods
of stimulating respiration consist in pulling out the tongue,
blowing air into the nose with a pair of bellows, moving the
fore-limbs to bring about artificial respiration, applying friction
to the body with wisps of straw, and dashing cold water on
the foetus. Sometimes these efforts are followed by a gasp
on the part of the animal, or a cough, indicating the onset of
respiration.
With the larger animals, the newly-born creature should
be -placed before the mother, if not near her. She generally
licks off the viscid matter covering its skin, and, if she does not